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6 Flooring Trends to Avoid in 2026 If You Want
Every Room of Your Home to Age With Grace

Flooring is an investment, so avoid these six passé options if you
want to prioritize enduring style

When you purchase through links on our site, we may earn an affiliate commission. Here’s how it works.
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As one of the largest visible surfaces in a room, your choice of flooring can
make or break your space. Choose right, and you'll have a space that feels
warm, considered, and effortlessly stylish for years to come. Choose
wrong, and even the most beautifully designed room can look outdated
before you know it.

While flooring trends can offer a wealth of inspiration, they should always
be taken with a pinch of salt. No one wants to tear up their flooring every
few years to keep up with changing tastes. Instead, the most successful
choices are those that balance current style with lasting appeal. This means
it's often best to base your decision on what to avoid, rather than being led
by fads.

"Flooring is one of the most permanent decisions you make in a home, so
my rule of thumb is simple: choose the version you'll still love once the
trend has moved on," says Aris Lazdans, design and trends expert at
Karndean Design Flooring. "A few looks that defined the last few years are
starting to show their age, and there are easy, more lasting alternatives in
every case."
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Watch full video here: 7 Designer Secrets For Coming In On Budget | Living Etc

Want to know which flooring choices the designers are steering clear of in
2026? Here are six passé options to avoid during your next remodel.

1. COOL GRAY ENGINEERED WOOD

DO INSTEAD: Choose warmer woods for perennial appeal.

(Image credit: Knot & Grain)

Unless you're speaking to a millennial with their head buried in the sand,
gray-toned flooring was never chic in the first place, but these days, that
rings more true than ever.
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"Cool gray wood defined the last decade, but in 2026 it can feel sterile and
a little dated — the flooring equivalent of the all-gray kitchen," says Aris
Lazdans at Karndean. "Because it was specified so widely, it now reads as a
trend rather than a considered choice."

Whether discussing living room, hallway, or kitchen flooring ideas, this
cool-toned flooring style shouldn't be part of the conversation anymore.
Instead, Aris points people towards warm, natural oak and honey tones
instead. "They're softer, more inviting and far more forgiving to live with,
and they age gracefully rather than pinning a room to one moment," he
says.

It's a sentiment shared by Ulrich Hansen at wooden flooring specialists,
Schotten & Hansen, who also favors warmer, neutral shades as more
perennial options. "For a more individual approach, however, consider
shifting the color profile of your wood flooring away from classic warm
tones toward a contemporary, pigment-infused spectrum of subtle blues or
verdant greens," he says.

This doesn't mean cool-toned vinyl, but instead a more dynamic, nuanced
wood plank. The result? "A richer, more characterful surface that brings
individuality to a space."

2. HERRINGBONE LAYOUTS

DO INSTEAD: For visual intrigue that doesn't feel overdone, opt for parquet

panel flooring.

(Image credit: TXTURED)

Herringbone floor layouts, be that wood or tile flooring, are a classic
choice. This arrangement — where rectangular planks are laid in an
interlocking zigzag pattern — feels elegantly timeless. And yet, it's also
erring towards overdone in 2026.
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"Walk into ten renovated homes this year, and you will see the same
herringbone flooring in at least seven of them," notes Simon Mayhew,
founder and interior designer at TXTURED studio. "It was a beautiful idea
once, but now it has simply become the expected choice rather than the
considered one." Ubiquity, he says, is the enemy of longevity.

According to Simon, there's a practical cost to herringbone flooring, too. "A
busy, repeating zig-zag pulls the eye, and in the wrong room it distorts the
space, narrowing it and tugging the proportions out of line," he says. "A
floor should sit quietly beneath a room. Too strong a pattern too often
competes with it."

To avoid aging your space and messing with your rooms' proportions, a
wide, straight plank is recommended by Simon. "Clean lines and long,
uninterrupted angles lengthen a room rather than chopping it up," he says.
"The effect is classic and chic, and it lets the material do the talking: the
grain, the tone, the texture underfoot."

Alternatively, we're noticing an emerging trend for classic parquet panel
flooring, as pictured above. It has the same allure as herringbone, but with
a more detailed, opulent feel to it. It's one of those flooring choices that
makes a room look more expensive every time.

3. HIGH GLOSS FINISHES

DO INSTEAD: Choose natural stone tiles or unlacquered wood for a flatter,

more stylish finish.

(Image credit: Urbanology)

Glossy vinyl flooring or high-shine tiles were once the mark of an
expensive home, but 2005 was over 15 years ago. If you want your home to
look as considered today as it will in ten years, lustrous flooring options
are best avoided.

Practicality comes into question, too. "A high-gloss floor promises a
polished, showroom look, but in a real home, it works against you,"
explains Aris. "Every scuff, footprint, and speck of dust shows, and the
sheen itself now feels overly done."

Instead, he says matte or satin finish is the more contemporary (and far
more practical) choice. "It's understated, easier to live with, and it lets the
grain and texture of the floor do the talking," Aris continues. Think:
artisanal zellige tiles with natural variations, or unlacquered hardwood
flooring that develops a distinctive patina with age.

4. STARK BLACK AND WHITE
CHECKERBOARD

DO INSTEAD: Keep the layout, but choose tiles in more saturated tones for a

more quietly luxurious feel.

(Image credit: Blakes London)

Black and white checkerboard flooring has been a mainstay in homes for
decades, and for good reason. There is a timelessness to this classic flooring
choice, and yet, if you want your home to look design-forward in 2026 and
beyond, choose tile colors that feel more understated and less stark.

"The checkerboard idea is worth keeping; it's the palette that needs
updating," says Aris. Unless you want your kitchen or bathroom to look
like a scene from Beetlejuice, opt for less saturated tones that are more
quietly luxurious. As he puts it, the high-contrast version can feel harsh
and a touch "fancy-dress retro", rather than timeless.

So, what should you choose instead? "A tonal stone or a softer colored
marble pairing gives you all the rhythm and graphic interest with far more
depth and warmth, and it sits much more comfortably in a modern home,"
Aris says. Think veined pink marble next to an off-white, for example, or a
natural sage quartz.

Simon Mayhew
Interior Designer

From my earliest memories, Simon has been captivated by the interiors of
stunning homes, hotels, bars, and restaurants. Whenever he stepped into
these spaces, he was drawn to intricate details, textures, and the play of
light and shadow. He started TXTURED to create a respected studio that
designs beautiful, unique spaces that inspire and reflects his creative style.

5. NARROW PLANK FLOORBOARDS

DO INSTEAD: Choose wide planks for a contemporary air, and the added

benefit of making your room feel more spacious.

(Image credit: Ted Todd)

When choosing wood flooring, we tend to prioritize the type of timber or
the color. What we often fail to overlook (and what's arguably far more
important) is the size of the planks, and in 2026, designers are staunchly
against narrow cut styles.

"Narrow planks can make a floor feel busy and quite traditional, with all
those repeating lines drawing the eye and visually shrinking a room," says
Aris. Wider boards are the easy upgrade and guarantee a more perennial
appeal. "Fewer joins mean cleaner lines, a calmer surface and a genuine
sense of space, even in smaller rooms."

Simon agrees. "A wide board in smoked oak will still read well in ten years,
long after this year’s more fashionable floors have started to date," he says.
For an even more monolithic feel that makes a home feel more spacious,
keep the floor continuous from room to room, with no breaks at the
threshold.

6. BUSY PATTERNED TILES

DO INSTEAD: If you do want to incorporate a pattern, dedicate it to one zone

only.

(Image credit: Karndean)

If you were planning geometric patterned vinyl or busy, small-scale
mosaics across an entire floor, designers urge you to think again. These
busy patterns are not only visually overwhelming, but like any type of
pattern, they're bound to age quickly.

"Pattern is wonderful, but covering every floor in a bold, busy tile is the
quickest way to date a home," says Aris. "It overwhelms a space and ties
you to a very of-the-moment look you'll tire of." And if you're on the hunt
for flooring that makes a room look bigger (and let's face it, so many of us
are), small-scale prints will be your worst enemy.

Instead, he recommends "treating a strong pattern as a guest, rather than
the host. A subtle stone or a soft-pattern tile gives you a timeless base that's
far easier to style around and live with," he says. You could also consider a
pattern inlay, like the one pictured above, where the print becomes the
main attraction, complementing the surrounding colors rather than
competing for the eye.

When it comes to flooring, the most stylish choice isn’t always the one
making the biggest statement right now — it’s the one that continues to
feel right long after the trend cycle has moved on. So, if you want a floor
that won’t feel dated before you’ve even finished paying off your
renovation, steer clear of the styles above.
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B&Q

Wide Invisible Oiled Brown
Plank

Warm and wide, this engineered
wooden plank will look just as
inviting today as it will in 10 years
time.

£95 AT B&Q

Stonehouse Studio

Chequers Blush Patterned
Wall and Floor Tiles

Instead of the stark, jarring contrast
of black and white checkered tiles,
choose a softer, more livable tone
like blush or sage in 2026.

VIEW AT VICTORIAN
PLUMBING

Claybrook Studio

Georgetown Square
Porcelain Tile

This terracotta effect tile looks so
natural, and the warm, unhoned
tone promises to make your kitchen
feel far more inviting.

VIEW AT
CLAYBROOKSTUDIO.CO.UK
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Livingetc's editor Pip Rich has pulled out his five favourite pieces
from Next Home to create a trend-led moodboard of shopping for

your living room
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architects who have filled their spaces with houseplants. He has recently moved out of London - and a home that ELLE Decoration called one of the ten best small
spaces in the world - to start a new renovation project in Somerset.
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Just as important as choosing the right look is getting the practical details
right. Knowing which flooring mistakes to avoid during the planning and
installation process will ensure your investment looks its best for years to
come.

And for more design ideas for your home, subscribe to the Livingetc
newsletter, and all the latest will be delivered directly to your inbox.
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Editing is the best part of my job here at the helm of Livingetc — sifting through all the many ideas
out there and pulling together the ones I think will resonate the most. And I had a lot of fun making
an edit from the incredible collection of furniture and accessories currently being designed by Next
Home. It’s such a stellar offering that it was very hard to narrow it down to just the five things, yet
these perfect pieces are the ones I believe sit best and fit seamlessly into the most stylish homes right
now.

At a time when design is shifting away from purely aesthetic concerns towards something more
emotional, this collection feels especially relevant. It’s not just about how a room looks — it’s about
how it makes you feel when you walk into it, how it supports your rituals, and how it reflects who
you are.

What I love most is how effortlessly these pieces slip into existing schemes while still making a
noticeable impact. They don’t demand a full redesign; instead, they elevate what’s already there.
I’ve pulled together five standout pieces from the collection - items that feel aligned with current
design trends but, more importantly, bring warmth, personality, and a relaxed sense of ease.

Watch the video below, before shopping my full edit from Next Home.

1. IONA GLASS TABLE LAMP

(Image credit: Future)

Lighting is, in my opinion, one of the most transformative elements in any room, and the Iona Glass
table lamp is a perfect example of why. Its amber glass base refracts light into the most beautiful
honeyed tones, creating a soft, golden glow that instantly changes the atmosphere of a space.

I’ve always believed in the power of a “pool of light” - that gentle, localised illumination that makes
you want to curl up with a book or simply pause at the end of the day. This lamp delivers exactly
that. There’s something almost cinematic about it, as though it’s casting a warm filter over the room.
In a world that often feels overly bright and overstimulating, this kind of lighting brings a sense of
calm that feels both indulgent and necessary.

2. AIRE ACCENT CHAIR

(Image credit: Future)

If there’s one pattern defining interiors right now, it’s the subtly graphic - and that’s a check or a
stripe that is on a neutral base. The broken stripe of the Aire Accent Chair taps into the new wave of
warm, nuanced and characterful but not overpowering prints.

I’m so impressed with the quality of the chair, with the way its solid wood legs feel sturdy and
strong, while the curve of its back is so cocooning. And being a mix of brown (my current favourite
neutral) and cream it pairs with almost anything, equally at home alongside bolder colours. It has
depth without dominating a room.

I often think of chairs like this as anchor pieces - they ground a space while still inviting you in. The
Aire chair does exactly that. It’s welcoming, easy to style, and feels like a natural evolution of the
neutral palette we’ve been living with in recent seasons.

3. PREMIUM JUTE CHECKERBOARD RUG

(Image credit: Future)

No living room is complete without a rug, and if there’s one rule I always come back to, it’s this: go
bigger than you think you need. A rug should sit beneath all your key furniture pieces, uniting them
and giving the room a sense of cohesion.

This Premium Jute Checkerboard Rug is a brilliant example of how to introduce pattern in a subtle,
sophisticated way. The checkerboard design adds movement and visual interest, but because it’s
rendered in such soft, pale tones, it recedes quietly and pleasantly into the space around it.

I love how it creates a gentle sense of dynamism - enough to stop a room from feeling flat, but with a
hint of restraint that allows other elements to shine. It’s the kind of piece that I often rely on: quietly
impactful, endlessly versatile, and foundational to the overall scheme.

4. THE GREEN BOWL

(Image credit: Future)

Curation is one of those design elements that can feel intimidating, but it doesn’t have to be.
Sometimes, all it takes is a single, well-chosen object to elevate an entire surface.

That’s exactly what this green bowl does. What drew me to it is its silhouette - the way it occupies
space, and just as importantly, the way it creates space around it. The negative space becomes part
of the design, making the object feel almost sculptural.

You can leave it empty and let its form speak for itself, or incorporate it into a simple arrangement
on a coffee table or console. I often suggest placing pieces like this on a tray with a book or a candle -
it’s an easy way to achieve that “effortlessly styled” look that lifts a whole room in seconds.

5. CHROME CANDLE HOLDER

Pip Rich with his edited pieces from Next Home, including the chrome candle holder, central on the table

(Image credit: Future)

Finally, the chrome candle holder - proof that sometimes the smallest pieces can have the biggest
impact. Chrome is a trend that has emerged somewhat unexpectedly, but it makes perfect sense in
the context of today’s interiors.

With so many warm tones dominating - browns, creams, terracottas - there’s a real need for contrast.
Chrome provides that. Its cool, reflective surface cuts through the warmth, adding balance and a
touch of modernity.

What I particularly like about this piece is its dual function. Of course, it works beautifully as a
candle holder, casting flickering reflections across a table or shelf. But it’s just as effective as a
standalone object, almost like a piece of sculpture. It catches the light during the day and adds a
different dimension to the room after dark.

What ties all these pieces together is their ability to transform a space. They’re not about grand
gestures or dramatic overhauls but instead, they focus on the details - the elements that shape how a
room feels on a daily basis.

That’s why I think the current offering at Next Home is so good. These are pieces designed for real
homes and real lives, but with a clear understanding of current design sensibilities. They nod to
trends without being dictated by them, and they prioritise comfort and individuality above all else.

For me, that’s what great design is about right now. It’s about creating spaces that feel personal,
inviting and lived-in. Spaces that support both the everyday and the special moments. Spaces that,
ultimately, feel like home.

And that’s exactly what these pieces do.

Shop the Next Home full edit in stores and online at next.co.uk*

*Delivery costs apply. Subject to availability. Restrictions apply. For terms and conditions, visit next.co.uk.
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Next Home

Iona Glass Table Lamp

£65 AT NEXT HOME

Next Home

Aire Chair

£425 AT NEXT HOME

Next Home

Chrome Candle Holder

£10 AT NEXT HOME

Next Home

Green Glass Bowl

£22 AT NEXT HOME

Next Home

Premium Jute Rug

£120 AT NEXT HOME

Next Home

Relaxed Chenille Light
Natural Avery 2 Seater

Sofa

£120 AT NEXT HOME
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